BY  ORDER OF THE SHAH

The king commanded that Cyrus be brought before him,
and discovered him to be none other than his grandson,
who from that time was brought up at court* Unable to
stand the constant royal anger and, aided and abetted by
Harpagus, Cyrus ran away, forming a band pledged to eject
his grandfather from the throne. The king discovered
Harpagus's duplicity and punished him at a royal banquet
by serving his own son to him on a platter. A few years
later Cyrus marched against the capital, took his grand-
father prisoner, and brought Media under Persian rule.
About 550 B.C. he founded the Archaemenid dynasty.

He concentrated upon war. Despite the fabulous wealth'
and the Spartan and Babylonian allies of Croesus, Cyrus
marched a thousand miles to defeat him. He then attacked
Afghanistan, and quietly descended upon Babylon, digging
ditches to deflect the water of the Euphrates from organized
channels through the city, leaving dry paths along which
his army could advance. Waiting until Belshazzar and
his guests were feasting, he found even the sentinels drunk;
and entered the city unopposed. He decreed that the
captive Jews be allowed to return to their native land to
rebuild their temple. He had a reign of conquests, but
found time to organize a central government, and laid the
foundation of the system which Darius, the administrator,
was to perfect* Cyrus was slain in battle against a queen
of Scythia, who was so incensed with him for killing her
son that she severed his head and threw it into a bowl of
blood, exclaiming:

"Thou wantest blood.   I give thee thy fill."

Legend says he was buried at Meshed, the Place of
Martyrdom. Upon his tomb he had inscribed: "I am
Cyrus, son of Cambyses, founder of the Persian monarchy
and Sovereign of Asia. Grudge me not therefore this
monument."

His empire stretched from the outskirts of Greece and
Rome, and included Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia, and parts
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